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Somerset, 

May,  1938. 


TO  THE 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  WlNCANTON 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1937,  According  to 
instructions  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  certain  details  of  conditions,  which 
do  not  vary  from  year  to  year,  are  omitted,  it  being  requested  that  the  Report  for  1937 
should  be  an  ordinary  one.  The  details  given  below  are,  therefore,  in  accordance  with 
suggestions  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


1. — General  Statistics. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  64,540 

Population  (1937)  ...  ...  ...  15,770 

Humber  of  inhabited  houses  (1931)  ...  4,361 

Humber  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1931)  4,385 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ^74,370 

Produce  of  Penny  Rate  (estimated)  ...  ,£300 


2.— Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


T .  ....  (Legitimate 

Livebirths  |IUe8gitimate 


Stillbirths 

Heaths  from  all  causes 


Total 

178 

7 

9 


208 


M. 

100 

5 


F. 

78 

2 


Birth  Rate  (R.G.)  14.9 


4  1 


i 


J? 


J? 


105 


103 


Heath  Rate  (R.G.) 

Humber  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth  : — 

(a)  from  sepsis  ...  ...  nil. 

(&)  from  other  causes  ...  nil. 

Heaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Legitimate  4.  Illegitimate  0.  Total  4. 

Heaths  of  Infants  under  one  week 


?> 


J7 


V 


5) 


from  one  to  four  weeks  (inclusive) 
from  one  to  six  months 
from  six  to  twelve  months 


0.60 

12.4 


3 

0 

1 

0 


Total  4. 
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Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  nil 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  ...  nil 

There  has  not  been  any  excessive  mortality  during  the  year. 


3. — Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year. 


DISEASE. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

. . . 

.  *  ■ 

6 

6 

nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

. . . 

. . . 

8 

8 

nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

. . . 

•  •  ■ 

1 

nil 

nil 

„  Fever 

•  •  « 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

. . . 

19 

nil 

8 

Erysipelas 

•  •  * 

4 

nil 

nil 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

»  ■  • 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Enteric  Fever 

•  •  • 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Dysentery 

•  •  • 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Tuberculosis 

•  •  • 

15 

• 

11 

t  Males 

4 

[a)  Pespiratory  j  Females 

(Total 

6 

•  •  - 

10 

8 

Males 

1 

(b)  Non-respiratory  J 

Females  ... 
Total 

4 

•  •  • 

5 

8 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum . 


• 

Cases. 

Vision 

un¬ 

impaired. 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At  home. 

In  hospital. 

None. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1936. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

_ 

F. 

0 . 

1  . 

5  . 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

9 

LJ 

0 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

10  . 

— 

2 

_ 

2 

10 

— 

— 

i 

15  . 

■ — 

1 

15 

— 

1 

20  . 

— 

1 

20 

1 

— 

25  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25 

2 

— 

1 

35  . 

— 

1 

35 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45  ... 

3 

— 

— 

45 

1 

— 

1 

— 

55  . 

— 

— 

— 

55 

1 

1 

— 

65  &  upwards 

— 

1 

— 

65  &  upwards 

— 

— 

Total 

4 

6 

1 

4 

Total  ... 

5 

3 

2 

1 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulation,  1925 — 
No  action  taken. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62- 
No  action  taken. 


4.— Causes  of  Sickness. 

The  following  were  specially  noteworthy  causes  of  Sickness  in  the  District 

An  epidemic  of  Influenza  (which  assumed  considerable  proportions)  commenced 
at  the  end  of  December,  1936,  and  continued  throughout  January  and 
February,  1937.  Pneumonia  was  a  noteworthy  cause  of  sickness  during 
the  first  3  months  of  the  year. 

The  following  Schools  were  closed  during  the  year  :  — 

For  Chicken  Pox — Charlton  Musgrove. 

For  Influenza — Horsington,  Castle  Cary,  Templecombe,  Lovington,  Wincanton, 
Queen  Camel,  South  Cadbury,  North  Cadbury,  North  Barrow  &  Sutton  Montis. 

For  Whooping  Cough — Lovington  and  South  Brewham. 

5. — Summary  of  Nursing  Arrangements,  Hospital  and  other 

Institutions  available  in  the  District. 

,  !  .  ’! 

A. — Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(i)  General. — There  are  nine  nurses  in  the  district  engaged  in  general  district 

work  who  are  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association,  and  between 
them  they  cover  practically  the  whole  district. 
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(2)  For  Infectious  Diseases. — Some  of  the  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  the  remainder  were  either  nursed  by  their 
relatives  or  by  nurses  obtained  from  Nursing  Homes  or  Hospitals  outside  the 
district. 

B.  — Midwives. 

There  are  eight  certified  midwives  practising  in  the  district. 

C.  — Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

In  Wincanton  there  is  one  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  one  centre  for  Venereal 
Diseases,  both  provided  and  staffed  by  the  County  Council. 

D.  — Hospitals  available  for  the  District. 

(1)  Tuberculosis. — One  at  Wincanton. 

(2)  Fever . — One  at  Wincanton,  to  which  the  following  cases  were  admitted  during 


the  year. 

Disease. 

Number  Admitted. 

Number  Died. 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

nil 

Diphtheria 

6 

nil 

14 

nil 

(3)  Other . — There  is 

one  Cottage  Hospital  at  Wincanton,  known  as  the  “Wincanton 

and  East  Somerset  Memorial  Hospital,”  for  the  treatment  of  general,  medical 
and  surgical  cases. 

There  is  one  Cottage  Hospital  at  Templecombe,  known  as  the  “  Merthyr 
Guest  Memorial  Hospital,”  for  the  treatment  of  general,  medical  and  surgical 
cases  ;  in  addition,  there  are  three  wards  available  for  Maternity  Cases. 

There  is  a  Public  Assistance  Institution  at  Wincanton  for  the  aged  and 
infirm  under  the  Public  Assistance  Committee. 

E. — Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate  Infants  and  Homeless 

Children. 

The  only  Institutions  for  any  of  the  above  are  the  Public  Assistance  Institution 
and  two  Children’s  Homes  at  Wincanton,  which  are  under  the  control  of  tho 
Public  Assistance  Committee. 
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F.— Ambulance  Facilities, 

(1)  For  Infectious  Cases. — A  motor  ambulance  is  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Wincanton  for  the  collection  and  removal  of  infectious  cases. 

(2)  For  Non- Infectious  and  Accident  Cases. — A  motor  ambulance,  built  and 
equipped  by  Messrs.  Woodcock  &  Son,  Wincanton,  is  kept  at  Wincanton, 
Tel.  2230. 

6.  —  Laboratory  Work. 

Examinations  of  bacteriological  and  pathological  specimens  are  carried  out  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Weston-super-Mare,  and  considerable  use  of  this  laboratory 
has  been  made  during  the  year. 

A  supply  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  is  kept  at  the  Public  Assistance  Institution, 
Wincanton. 

There  were  2  applications  for  it  in  1937  and  12,000  units  were  supplies. 

7. — Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

There  is  one  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  Surveyor,  one  Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  one  Temporary  Additional  Assistant  (all  whole  time  officers), 
a  Public  Health  Inspector  and  myself  (part  time  officers). 

There  are  also  2  Health  Visitors  in  the  District, 

8.— Water  Supplies. 

Three  extensions  to  water  mains  have  been  completed  :  — 

(1)  Woolston,  North  Cadbury.  An  extension  of  about  half  a  mile  to  serve  four 
dwelling-houses  and  two  farms. 

(2)  Galhampton)  North  Cadbury.  An  extension  of  about  600  yards  serving 
six  dwelling-houses  and  a  farm. 

(3)  Wheathill ,  Lovington.  An  extension  of  about  half  a  mile  serving  six  houses 
and  two  farms. 

(4)  Milborne  Port.  Work  has  been  commenced  on  a  new  reservoir,  and  new 

mains  connecting  therewith,  designed  mainly  to  give  adequate  pressure  at  the 
higher  parts  of  the  town  and  also  to  provide  for  additional  storage. 

9. — Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Castle  Cary.  Mr.  A.  J.  Allen,  of  Sherborne,  has  been  instructed  to  prepare  a  scheme 
for  the  remodelling  of  the  works. 

Wincanton.  Messrs.  Cotterill  have  been  instructed  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  the 
remodelling  of  the  works  which  have  been  unsatisfactory  for  some  years, 

Milborne  Port.  The  scheme  for  the  remodelling  of  the  works  has  been  commenced. 


[  8  ] 

1  0. — Housing. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 


(i)  By  Local  Authority — 


/'(a)  Behousing  under  Housing  Act  1936 
( b )  Overcrowding 

i 

[(c)  Other 
Without  State  Assistance 


With 

State 

Assistance 


1. 


(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons — 

(a)  With  State  Assistance 
(< h )  Without  State  Assistance 

Housing  Inspections  - 

].  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  Sub-head  (1)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 


2. 


3 . 


3. 


4. 


Housing  Action  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ... 


48 

6 


20 


687 

1598 


412 

650 

226 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 
the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  humau  habitation  ...  ...  173 


15 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act ,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs 


22 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ... 

(£)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


58 


•  •  • 
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B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  36 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 

service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  — 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  13  and  26  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  49 

(3)  Clearance  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Clearance  Orders  confirmed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(a)  Number  of  houses  involved  ...  ...  ..  22 

( b )  Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  — - 

Housing  Act,  1936— Overcrowding  : — 


(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  13 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ....  ....  13 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  (78)  ...  ...  ....  94 

(£)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  ...  7 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ....  34 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  (217|)  ...  ...  255 

(Number  of  equivalent  adults  in  brackets) 
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(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again  become 

overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding.  One  case  became  recrowded  owing  to  a 
child  reaching  the  age  of  10.  The  owner  has  arranged  to  abate  this 
case  after  March  31st,  1938. 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  conditions  upon  which 

the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report. 

IS.— Ministry  of  Health  Inquiries. 

Housing.  Two  Clearance  Areas  at  Castle  Cary. 

Both  Clearance  Orders  were  confirmed,  with  two  modifications,  which  excluded  two 

buildings  not  used  as  dwelling  houses. 

Water  Supplies.  New  Beservoir  at  Milborne  Port. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  approved  the  proposed  works. 


S  2.  —  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

(1)  Number  of  Producers  on  the  Begister  ....  ....  ...  547 

(2)  Number  of  Distributors  on  the  Begister — 

(a)  Distributors  who  are  also  Producers  ...  ...  26 

( b )  Distributors  only  ....  ...  ....  ...  3 

(3)  Number  of  Licences  granted  to  Distributors  to  sell  Pasteurised, 

Graded  or  Certified  Milk  ....  ...  ....  2 

(a)  Licence  to  Produce  and  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  0 

( b )  ,,  ,,  Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  Milk  ...  2 

(/;)  Meat  Supervision. 

.  .  ,  *  *  / 

Slaughter  Houses — 

j  ;  *  .  ;  •  » 

Licensed  3.  Begistered  16.  Total  19. 


13.  —  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 
1.— Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(0 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written  Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

56 

6 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

91 

1 

Total 

147 

7 

- — 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 

offences  in 

Particulars. 

Referred  to 

respect  of 
which 

Found. 

Remedied. 

H.M. 

Prosecutions 

Inspector. 

were 

(0 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

instituted. 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — * 

Want  of  cleanliness 

6 

6 

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances 

1 

1 

f  insufficient 

2 

2 

Sanitary  accommodation -j unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

3 

3 

(not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

2 

1 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse  (s.101) 
Other  offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  and 

offences  under  the  Sections  mentioned  in  the 

Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 
and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921) 

Total 

Y 

14 

13 

including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 

as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

The  Report  of  the  Sanitary  and  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  appended. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOS.  E.  COULSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Council  Offices, 

WlNCANTON, 

March ,  1938 . 


To  T.  E.  COULSON,  Esq.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.E., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Wincanton,  Somerset. 


Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  December, 

3Ist>  l937- 


Public  Supplies  : 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 


All  the  public  supplies  were  examined — 

% 

Five  returned  satisfactory  results. 

Six  were  fairly  satisfactory. 

One  was  unsatisfactory.  Investigation  showed  that  this  was  almost 
certainly  due  to  works  being  executed  in  connection  with  the 
relaying  of  feed  pipes  from  one  of  the  springs.  Subsequent  analysis 
gave  a  fairly  satisfactory  result. 


Private  Supplies  : 

Twenty-seven  private  supplies  were  analysed  : 

Seven  were  satisfactory. 

Thirteen  were  fairly  satisfactory. 

Seven  were  unsatisfactory — 

One  was  remedied  by  the  owner  protecting  the  source. 

In  three  cases  the  public  main  was  extended  to  supply  these  houses. 

In  two  cases  notices  under  section  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  have 
been  served. 

In  the  other  case  the  owner  is  dealing  with  the  matter  by  cleaning  out 
the  well  and  another  sample  will  be  taken. 

During  the  year  water  was  laid  on  to  sixty-six  houses.  The  details  are  : — 

Connections  to  new  houses  ...  ...  ...  20 

Connections  to  houses  with  insufficient  or  unwholesome  supplies  ...  24 

Connections  to  houses  formerly  supplied  by  standpipes  ...  22 
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SEWERAGE,  ETC, 


Cadbury ,  South. — The  drainage  disposal  of  the  Hamlet  of  Sutton  Montis  has 
given  rise  to  complaint  and  the  position  is  being  examined  in  an  attempt  to 
find  a  practicable  scheme. 

Cheriton,  North. — Following  complaints  of  nuisance  the  public  sewer  has  been 
extended  for  a  distance  of  forty-two  yards.  The  outlet  is,  however,  by  the 
side  of  the  road  and  further  improvement  is  under  consideration. 

Holton. — The  proposed  scheme  for  the  construction  of  a  small  purification  works 
at  the  end  of  the  village  sewer  has  been  held  up  through  difficulties  in  the 
purchase  of  the  site.  The  matter,  however,  is  before  the  Minister  of 
Health  and  it  is  hoped  to  carry  out  the  scheme  in  1938. 

Milborne  Port. — It  has  been  found  necessary  to  relay  a  short  length  of  sewer  at 
the  rear  of  East  Street.  The  existing  sewer  here  is  only  4m.  in  size  and 
its  condition  is  not  good  and  it  is  anticipated  that  further  work  will  be 
necessary. 

Queen  Camel  and  Sparkford.  —  The  Contractors,  Messrs.  Rolls  Construction 
Co.,  Ltd.,  who  were  due  to  complete  the  contract  in  May  had  not 
completed  the  work  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Although  it  was  possible  to  deal  with  the  sewage  by  land  treatment 
much  earlier  it  was  not  until  December  that  the  tanks  and  filter  beds  were 
put  in  complete  use. 

Stoke  Trister. — The  sewer  at  the  hamlet  of  Bayford  collapsed  and  was  found  to 
be  defective  and  almost  blocked  with  silt. 

It  was  at  first  proposed  to  connect  the  sewage  from  this  hamlet  to  the 
Wincanton  sewers  so  as  to  allow  for  all  sewage  matter  to  be  dealt  with. 
On  examination  of  the  position,  however,  the  Council  decided  that  the  cost 
of  the  work  would  be  too  great  for  the  Parish. 

The  defective  sewer  is  to  be  relaid  and  the  question  of  the  provision  of 
purification  works  has  been  deferred. 

Templecombe. — The  sewage  disposal  of  this  parish  is  unsatisfactory. 
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Wincanton. — During  the  summer  leakage  of  sewage  was  detected  in  Common 
Lane  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  nearest  sewer.  This  leakage  was 
eventually  traced  to  a  defect  in  the  sewer  at  the  Common  Lane  Corner. 

The  sewer  was  relaid  for  a  short  distance  and  the  trouble  has  been  cured. 


HOUSING. 

I  have  supplied  the  Particulars  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  but  these  do  not  give  full  information  relating  to  undertakings  as  to  the 
future  user  of  houses.  I  give  below,  therefore,  a  table  showing  the  number  of 
notices  served  and  the  results,  including  the  results  of  cases  where  action  was 
incomplete  at  the  end  of  1936. 

Proceedings  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act ,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 


served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  made  ...  ..  ...  ...  10 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  ...  ...  49 

4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  were  accepted 

undertakings  not  to  use  until  made  fit  ...  ...  87 

5.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  were  accepted 

conditional  undertakings  ...  ...  ...  11 

6.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  vacated  following  an  undertaking 

not  to  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

7.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  were  accepted 

undertakings  to  repair  ...  ...  ...  21 


Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act ,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  ...  ...  >.*.  •••  19 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  closed  ...  ....  ....  1 


[  15  ] 


The  Five  Years  Programme 


The  inspection  of  all  the  Scheduled  houses  has 

almost 

been  com 

pleted. 

There  remain  only  a  few  isolated  houses  to  be  dealt  with, 
showing  the  present  position. 

I  give 

here  a  statement 

Total  number  of  houses  dealt  with 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Sec.  11  and  12. 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

596 

(Housing  Act,  1930,  Sec.  19  and  21)... 

*  •  ♦ 

542 

Clearance  Areas 

Ml 

43 

Informal  Action 

•  •  • 

1 1 

Demolition  Orders 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

155 

Number  Demolished 

•  •  • 

66 

Closing  Orders 

«  •  • 

•  *  1 

8 

Number  Closed 

•  •  • 

2 

Undertakings  not  to  use  for  human  habitation 

O 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

210 

Undertakings  fulfilled 

•  •  • 

Number  Demolished 

*  •  « 

2 

Number  undertakings  cancelled 

•  •  •  • 

13 

Conditional  Undertakings  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3i 

Vacated 

•  •  • 

5 

Cancelled 

•  •  • 

3 

Undertakings  to  repair 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 1 1 

Repaired 

•  •  • 

82 

Informal  Action . 

Demolished 

•  •  « 

•  Ml 

6 

Repaired 

•  •  »  • 

•  •  • 

4 

No  further  action  required  ... 

•  •  •  • 

%  •  • 

13 

Action  incomplete 

•  1  • 

•  •  • 

58 

It  will  be  noted  that  many  demolition  orders  have  not  beenobeyed  and  many 
undertakings  remain  unfulfilled.  The  tenants  of  these  houses  are  awaiting  the 
completion  of  the  Council’s  rebuilding  programme. 

Overcrowding. 

The  amount  of  overcrowding  has  been  greatly  reduced,  and  after  the 
rebuilding  programme  of  1938  is  complete  it  is  anticipated  that  the  amount  of 
overcrowding  will  be  negligible.  Full  details  are  given  in  the  tabulated  statement. 
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HOUSES  INFESTED  WITH  VERMIN. 

During  the  year  two  premises  have  been  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs. 

In  one  case  a  notice  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  was  served  on  the 
owner.  Disinfestation  was  effected  by  having  the  house  vacated  and  by  using 
a  patent  vermicide.  The  tenant  was  removed  to  a  Council  house.  The  furniture 
was  examined  piece  by  piece  as  it  was  removed  from  the  house  and  all  of  it  was 
sprayed  with  vermicide.  Bedding,  etc.,  was  dealt  with  at  the  steam  disinfector. 

In  the  other  case  statutory  action  under  the  Housing  Act  is  proposed.  It 
is  quite  impossible  to  carry  out  disinfestation  at  the  present  time  as  the  party  walls 
are  not  sufficiently  sound. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  question  of  sanitary  accommodation  has  received  more  attention  this 
year  and  as  a  result  very  satisfactory  progress  has  been  made.  I  give  below  a 
summary  of  new  closets  constructed  and  of  conversions  of  closets  following  both 


formal  and  informal  notices  : 

New  Houses. 

Number  of  houses  ...  ...  ...  20 

Water  closets  ..  ...  27 

Earth  closets  ...  .  .  ...  1 

Existing  Houses. 

New  water  closets  ...  ...  ....  28 

New  earth  closets  ...  ...  ...  1 

Vault  closets  converted  to  water  closets  ...  19 

Vault  closets  converted  to  earth  closets  ...  2 

Earth  closets  converted  to  water  closets  ...  16 

Closets  provided  with  flushing  apparatus  ...  61 


Public  Conveniences. 

During  the  year  two  public  conveniences  have  been  erected,  one  at  Grove 
Alley,  Bruton,  and  the  other  at  Woodcock  Street,  Castle  Cary. 
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COLLECTION  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 


The  collection  of  house  refuse  is  undertaken  in  the  following  Parishes  : — 


Bi-weekly 

Weekly 

Fortnightly 

Monthly 

Quarterly 


Wincanton. 

Bruton. 

Ansford  and  Castle  Cary. 
Henstridge  and  Templecombe. 
Milborne  Port. 


Except  in  the  case  of  Milborne  Port  the  methods  of  disposal  are  not  satis¬ 
factory,  and  generally  the  methods  of  storage  and  collection  are  also  unsatisfactory. 

In  1936  the  Council  asked  for  a  report  on  the  advisability  of  the  purchase 
of  a  motor  vehicle  for  refuse  collection  in  the  various  parishes.  This  involved 
consideration  of  the  whole  question,  and  a  report  was  made  dealing  with  the 
collection  over  the  whole  area.  Briefly  this  report  was  to  the  effect  that  collection 
by  two  special  motor  refuse  vehicles  and  disposal  by  controlled  tipping  would 
cost  approximately  a  4d.  rate  over  the  whole  District. 

This  report  received  the  careful  consideration  of  the  Council,  but  it  was 
decided  that  the  additional  financial  burden  involved  could  not  be  faced  at  the 
present  time. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  disinfection  of  premises  has  been  carried  out  after  all  cases  of  infectious 
disease. 

Following  two  cases  of  Tuberculosis  disinfection  was  carried  out  at  a  factory. 

Arrangements  have  continued  to  be  made  where  necessary  for  the 
disinfection  of  bedding  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Wincanton. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

In  the  case  of  one  factory  a  smoke  nuisance  was  detected. 

Representations  were  made  to  the  occupier  and  the  nuisance  was  abated  by 
the  use  of  better  quality  coal. 


4 
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INSPECTIONS. 

During  the  year  over  3,360  inspections  have  been  made  and  many  informal 
notices  have  been  given.  I  give  below  a  summary  of  the  more  important  items. 

I  have  omitted  from  this  summary  nuisances  discovered  in  connection  with 
dwellinghouses  which  were  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Act,  and  I  have 
omitted  all  nuisances  of  a  minor  nature  which  were  readily  abated  after  verbal 
notice. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 


Statutory  Action . 

Closets. 

Number  of  Notes  ...  ...  ..  33 

Number  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  16 

Drains ,  etc. 

Number  of  Notices  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  7 

Dangerous  Buildings ,  etc. 

Number  of  Notices  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  1 

Premises  infested  with  Vermin. 

Number  of  Notices  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  1 


Informal  Action. 

Nuisances  relating  to 

Drains  and  Sanitary  Conveniences  ...  ...  29 

Abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Sewers  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Accumulation  of  Manure  ...  ...  ...  3 

Abated  ...  ...  ...  ....  3 

Smoke  ...  ...  ...  1 

Abated  •••  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pollution  of  stream  ...  ...  ...  2 

Abated  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Defective  closets  (excluding  conversions)  ...  2 

A.  bated  ...  ...  .  *  •  •  ...  -  1 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 


Difficulties  have  been  experienced  as  many  premises  which,  as  they  were 
considered  fit  in  1926  were  not  dealt  with  under  the  Order,  but  which  have  since 
deteriorated  and  at  the  present  time  do  not  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Order. 

The  Council,  therefore,  decided  to  serve  notices  under  Articles  12,  13,  and 
25  of  the  Order  in  all  cases  where  these  notices  had  not  previously  been  served. 

The  receipt  of  these  notices  has  accelerated  the  work  of  reconditioning  of 
premises,  and  many  new  cowsheds  are  being  built  and  others  reconditioned. 

Number  of  producers  on  the  Register  ...  ...  547 

Number  of  the  above  who  are  also  retailers  ...  ...  26 

Number  of  retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  premises  licensed  for  the  production  of  Tuberculin  Tested 

Milk  : — 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  14 

At  the  end  of  the  year  ....  ....  ....  ...  24 

Number  of  premises  licensed  for  the  production  of  Accredited  Milk  : — 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  39 

At  the  end  of  the  year  ....  .  ...  ...  65 


MILK  SUPPLIES. 

A  licence  to  pasteurise  milk  was  granted  to  Messrs.  Dried  Milk  Products, 
Ltd.,  Wincanton. 

There  was  one  other  application  for  a  licence,  but  this  was  refused.  On 
Appeal  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  the  Council’s  action  was  upheld. 

By  arrangement  between  the  Rural  District  Council  and  the  County  Council 
I  have  taken  336  samples  of  Designated  Milk.  The  results  are  here  given  : — 


Pasteurised 

Satisfactory . 

...  • • •  j 

Unsatisfactory . 

Total. 

5 

Tuberculin  Tested 

8  2 

•  •  •  «  •  •  U  Jmi 

17 

99 

Accredited 

...  ...  1 4 1 

64 

205 

Ordinary  milk  taken  for  examination 

for  the  presence  of  Tubercule  Bacilli  26  —  26 

The  unsatisfactory  cases  were  dealt  with  by  the  County  Council. 
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TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING. 

This  year  the  Council  decided  to  prepare  a  scheme  under  the  Town  and 
Country  Planning  Act,  1932. 

The  approval  of  the  Minister  of  Health  was  obtained  on  June  12th,  1937, 
and  from  that  day  all  applications  for  development  have  been  dealt  with  under  the 
Interim  Development  Order. 


PLANS  FOR  NEW  BUILDINGS,  Etc 

(excluding  Council  Houses). 

Total  number  of  plans  submitted  ...  ...  ...  128 

Number  of  plans  approved  ...  ...  ....  ....  127 

Number  of  plans  which  referred  to  new  dwellinghouses  ...  26 

Number  of  plans  which  referred  to  alterations  to  dwellinghouses 

(including  drainage)  .  .  ...  ...  ...  68 

Other  plans  ....  ...  ..  ...  34 

Number  of  plans  disapproved  ....  ...  ...  1 


"HOUSING  (RURAL  WORKERS)  ACTS. 

D  uring  the  year  twenty  schemes  have  been  prepared  by  owners. 

In  five  cases  the  owners  decided  not  to  proceed  with  the  schemes  ;  in  seven 
cases  approval  was  obtained  and  the  work  commenced  ;  in  the  remaining  eight 
cases  the  schemes  have  been  held  up  owing  to  the  difficulties  in  obtaining 
possession. 


I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  G.  GRAY, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Building  Surveyor . 
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T.  E.  COULSON,  Esq.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.E., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

WlNC  ANTON. 


Council  Offices, 

Wincanton, 

January  6th ,  1938. 


Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  ended  the  31st  December,  1937. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS.  1924. 

Humber  of  Registered  Slaughterhouses  ...  ....  16 

Humber  of  Licenced  ,,  ,,  ....  ....  3 

Carcases  and  portions  of  Animals  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 

were  destroyed. 

«/ 

The  new  Slaughter  House  Byelaws  which  came  into  force  on  the  1st  January, 
1937,  are  being  duly  observed. 

I  have  visited  all  the  Shops  and  Stores  in  the  District  where  meat  is  sold  or 
exposed  for  sale,  and  in  cases  where  the  provisions  of  the  order  are  not  being 
complied  with  I  have  given  verbal  Hotices.  In  many  cases  I  found  that  sufficient 
attention  is  not  being  paid  by  shopkeepers  where  cooked  meats  are  exposed  on  the 
counters  for  sale,  to  prevent  contamination  from  flies.  When  such  meats  are  not 
kept  in  glass  cases  I  have  recommended  Shopkeepers  to  adopt  that  system.  I  have 
examined  a  large  number  of  tinned  meats  and  fruits  and  found  very  few  blown  or 
otherwise  defective  tins.  I  have  requested  the  Shopkeepers  to  very  carefully 
examine  all  tinned  food  before  sending  out  to  the  public  to  ensure  that  every  tin  is 
sound. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

Humber  of  Persons  licenced  under  the  Act  ...  ....  58 

I  have  not  detected  during  the  year  any  breach  of  the  requirements  of  the 


Act. 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

Various  improvements  have  been  made  during  the  year  more  especially  in 
regard  to  ventilation  and  a  reasonable  temperature  being  maintained.  There  are  still 
a  few  shops  which  have  no  ventilation  other  than  by  means  of  doors  when  they  are 
open.  I  hope  it  will  be  possible  to  have  this  remedied  during  the  current  year. 

HOUSING  (RURAL  WORKERS)  ACTS,  1926  &  1931. 

Application  made  by  Owners  for  grants  during  the  year  and  reported  by  me 
to  the  County  Council  were  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  Cottages  in  respect  of  which  Applications  were  made  and 

reported  on  ....  ...  ....  ...  6 

Number  of  Cottages  in  respect  of  which  grants  were  made  ...  6 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

E.  J.  HAINE  PADFIELD 


(Inspector). 


